
N U C L E U S FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 20038

Look ahead!
COMMENTARY

BY CHAP., MAJ., MARK S. HOBBS
377th Air Base Wing Chapel

For weeks people prayed that rain
might fall and give refreshment to the
crops that were thirsty for
a drink of water.  Early
one July afternoon, thick,
dark clouds hovered over
our farmland.

My grandfather
walked from his house to
ours.  Just as he reached
the porch steps, large
drops of rain began to
bombard the dusty
ground.  Plumes of dust
sprang up everywhere.
We gathered in the living
room of our small house
and waited.

We prayed as we lis-
tened to the approaching
storm.

The lightning flashed
and the thunder crashed
all around our house.  The
wind began to blow vio-
lently.  The huge pecan trees in our yard
swayed as they bent to touch the earth
with their gigantic branches.

Large pellets of hail crashed to the
earth as huge raindrops pounded the tin
tops of our barns.  The noise was deafen-
ing.

It seemed longer, but it only took five
minutes for the beating hail to sweep down
across our farm.  The silence was over-
whelming.

We raced out of the house to the field
adjacent to the yard.  Our crops, which
were in their prime were totally destroyed
by the hail!

It took my grandfa-
ther a few minutes to
make his way to the edge
of the yard to view the
field that until 10 minutes
earlier was the home of a
beautiful crop.  Shredded
and demolished, our crops
were gone.

My oldest brother be-
gan using choice words.
Finally he inquired impa-
tiently, “What will we do
now?  We’ve worked an
entire year–now it’s all
gone?”

My grandfather
poked his old dog wood
walking stick into the wet
North Carolina sand,
while turning his face to-
ward us boys and said
with clarity,  “This is what

we will do.  We will start cleaning up this
mess.  We will start preparations for another
crop and we will trust in the Lord to see us
through.”

As a young boy, I did not fully under-
stand my grandfather’s faith, or his words
that day.  But, he was correct!  Even with
no crops to harvest we made it through to
another year.

God never abandoned us, and I have
come to realize He never will.

Chap., Maj., Mark S. Hobbs

‘Strides’ walk
promotes
breast cancer
awareness

TEAM KIRTLAND units and agencies are recruiting walk-
ers for participation in the fourth annual Albuquerque Area
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk April 6.

For the fourth year, Kirtland AFB personnel are gearing up
to support our community by getting involved in the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s annual breast cancer risk awareness and
education campaign.

Maj. Mike Earl from 377th Aerospace Medicine Squadron
is this year’s TEAM KIRTLAND Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer coordinator-his third year serving in that position.

Earl admits he has a vested interest in helping bring breast
cancer risk education to our area.  He is a physician assistant
by training and has spent at least half of his Air Force career
highlighting serious health risks and providing preventive
health education for military beneficiaries.

Each year, Earl has contacted representatives from all base
units, saying “we are getting more people involved every year.
We started out with less than 100 individuals in 2000 and this
year we have added six teams from Kirtland for a total of 37
unit/agency walking teams under our TEAM KIRTLAND um-
brella.”

TEAM KIRTLAND provided the single largest team pres-
ence at the annual Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event
for the past two years. Despite rain half the morning last year,
TEAM KIRTLAND still had 658 people attend, taking strides
against breast cancer.

The five-mile walk route can be traveled on foot, walking
or running or on bicycle or using a wheelchair.

The route is along the Rio Grande, starting and ending again
at Cottonwood Mall at Coors and Coors By-Pass.

Last year, breast cancer hit the base hard at home by tak-
ing two TEAM KIRTLAND members. Their families allowed
the Kirtland AFB participants to wear base event T-shirts with
names of their lost family members as a remembrance.

Earl said, “TEAM KIRTLAND has a long history of  sup-
porting our local community in many ways.  Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer is just one of our most recent successes
and we want to keep up the tradition of working to support
our local community in every way possible.”

Your unit team is recruiting now for the this year’s Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer walk, and you can form more
teams if your unit does not have one.

If you would like to walk for TEAM KIRTLAND, contact
your unit or agency walk team captain or Earl at 846-3287 or
michael.earl@kirtland.af.mil.
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377th Contracting Squadron’s
long-time employee Castillo dies

Last week was a sad time
for members of the 377th Con-
tracting Squadron which lost
a long-time coworker and
friend. Edward H. Castillo,
the Acquisition Flight Chief
died March 6 from complica-
tions of diabetes.

Castillo’s friends were
able to say goodbye when he
visited the squadron March 5
to share his sad news about
his expected demise and en-
joy a friend’s pineapple up-
side down cake, which he had
always loved.

Castillo retired from the
Navy in 1980 after 23 years

Edward H.
Castillo

of service.
He worked
at Kirtland
AFB since
November
1984, when
he began as
a contract
specialist.
He gradu-
ated from
the Univer-
sity of New
Mexico in
1983.

A memorial service was
held March 10 at the Kirtland
AFB Chapel.

Design for
memorial to Air
Force unveiled
BY SENIOR MASTER SGT.
RICK BURNHAM
Air Force Print News

For the better part of the past cen-
tury, the men and women of the Air
Force and its predecessors have soared
high above the clouds in defense of the
nation and freedom-loving people
everywhere.

Those ideals will soon be reflected
in a memorial designed to reach high
into the skyline of the nation’s capi-
tal, honoring those who have slipped
the surly bonds to overcome
America’s enemies, both at home and
abroad.

The design for the new Air Force
Memorial was unveiled during a cer-
emony in Arlington, Va., March 5.
Among those in attendance were Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P.
Jumper, along with former chiefs of
staff Gen. Michael E. Ryan and Gen.
David C. Jones. Chief Master Sgt. of
the Air Force Gerald R. Murray and
Ross Perot Jr., chairman of the Air
Force Memorial Foundation Board of
Trustees, were also present for the
unveiling.

The memorial will provide a fit-
ting tribute to the millions who have
served, are serving today and those
who will serve tomorrow, said retired
Maj. Gen. Edward F. Grillo, president
of the Air Force Memorial Founda-
tion.

“The Air Force does not have a
national memorial, so this is certainly
long overdue,” he said. “We feel this
memorial will honor the millions of
patriotic men and women who have
served in the Air Force and its prede-
cessor organizations–the aviation pio-
neers of yesterday. It will serve as a
source of pride and tribute to those
serving today. And certainly to recog-
nize the nation’s military industrial
base that has made American air-
power the most formidable air force
on Earth.

“Most importantly, it will serve as
a tribute to those who have paid the
ultimate price.”

Construction on the memorial, de-
signed by New York architect James
Ingo Freed, will begin in 2004 and be
completed in September 2006, coincid-
ing with the 59th anniversary of the
Air Force, Grillo said. The design fea-
tures three “spires” reaching heights of
270, 230 and just above 200 feet. The
memorial will be located just southwest
of the Pentagon on a “promontory”
piece of land, Grillo added.

“The three spires will represent
the Air Force in a manner that is pro-
jecting itself into the air and space —
gracefully yet boldly,” he said.

To see a picture of the Air Force
memorial design, please click on
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/afretire/
images/AFMemor.jpg.

Research lab awards $49 million contract
A $49 million contract

was awarded by the Air Force
Research Laboratory’s Di-
rected Energy Directorate to
Metatech Corporation of
Goleta, Calif., to support the
Satellite Assessment Center.

The contract is entitled
“Directed Energy System Ef-
fects and Assessment Re-
search Tasks,” or DESERT for
short.  It calls for Metatech to
support the directorate’s Sat-
ellite Assessment Center over
the next seven years with re-
search that is intended to help
increase the long-term sur-
vivability of U.S. satellite sys-
tems.  The research focuses
specifically on the effects of
directed energies (lasers for
example) on satellites.

According to the
laboratory’s project officer,

Capt. Lance Hrivnak, “The
research will focus on tech-
nologies that can help us
learn as much as possible
about the ‘health’ and status
of satellites and space objects.
The research will also en-
hance the development of
new technologies to support
national Space Situational
Awareness initiatives.”

Metatech will augment
the technical and engineering
expertise of the Satellite As-
sessment Center by gathering,
analyzing and modeling in-
formation about satellites.
This includes analytic engi-
neering assessments of how
U.S. space systems might be
affected by directed energy,
and the development of soft-
ware tools to support techni-
cal analysis.


